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WHAT’S  
HAPPENING 
ON FARM THIS 
MONTH?
• Monitor heat stress

• Early pregnancy testing

• Take out bulls

• Facial Eczema – start 
early prevention

• Monitor spore counts

26 TAINUI STREET MATAMATA (07) 888 8197 MATAMATAVETS.CO.NZ

PURCHASE FACE-GUARD 
AND GO IN THE DRAW TO 
WIN A $7000 VOUCHER* 

FROM HUNTING & FISHING

Second Prize: $3000 Voucher 
+2 bonus $500 Vouchers!

Visit faceguard.co.nz to enter
*For a limited time. See in-store for details.

S P E C I A

L
SM

V
S  

M
ONTH

LY

 RHONA FRASER

IS YOUR PLAN IN PLACE FOR FE?
Now that we are back to slip, slop, slap and wrap weather we need to 
make sure we have a plan in place to deal with the inevitable onset of 
Facial Eczema (FE) season. 

This is a stealthy disease of the liver and the ‘classical’ clinical sign of 
peeling skin is only the tip of the iceberg. Poor weight gain of young-stock, 
reduced milk solids and metabolic disease in spring have a far more serious 
impact on our production.  

A number of farms got caught out last year as they thought they had 
protective levels of zinc, but still ended up with clinical disease. It is crucial 
to ensure your management program is working. 

The best tool we have to accurately determine when to START and FINISH 
our zinc management program is spore counting. The graphs below show 
the huge variability between two neighbouring farms, and reinforces the 
importance of performing spore counts on your farm instead of relying on 
'the average'. 

Regional spore counts serve as a good indicator of trends, but are poor at 
determining 'specific risk'. Keep an eye on our monitor farm spore counts 
starting in January. When these rise above 20,000 spores/g pasture, it’s 
time to check your own pasture. Don’t rely on what your neighbour is 
doing as it may land you in a pickle!

These graphs show two farms on the same road with very different spore counts.

Christmas at the Races is on Wednesday 18th December. 
Make sure to RSVP by 12th December to 888 8197 or  
farm@matamatavets.co.nz. We'd love to see you there!
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  GROWTH RAINFALL SOIL TEMP APC BMSCC

   November 2019 61Kg DM/day 58mm 18°C 2074Kg DM 139,000

   November 2018 71Kg DM/day 103mm 17°C 2600Kg DM 137,000

 GRANT FRASER

THE BENEFITS OF EARLY 
PREGNANCY TESTING

If you want to know your actual 
6-week In-Calf Rate (and not just an 
estimate based on your empty rate 
and submission rate) then you need 
to be pregnancy testing your herd 
12 to 14 weeks after your start of 
mating. By getting this data we can 
then accurately assess how mating 
went, early enough to enable us 
to make a difference for the next 
season. 

If we wait and only utilise a single 
final PD 6 weeks after mating ends, 

Benefits include:
• An actual 6-week In-Calf Rate 

(not just an estimate)

• Accurate AB conception rates

• Improved ability to cull sooner

• Dry off cows based on calving 
dates (milking cows for longer)

• More efficient management of 
springer mobs

• Manage cow body condition 
score better

• More accurately predict early 
season feed requirements

• Get a complete Fertility Focus 
Report

MATAMATA FARM STATISTICS

of confirmed AB pregnancies.  
you will lose the first four weeks 

enough info to know where to begin.
making improvements is having 
performance. The first step to
actually improve their mating 
getting enough information to  
others are finding they are not 
been working for some people, 
after the bull is out. While this has 

people drop their early scan and 
instead opt for a single PD six weeks 

years ago, we have seen many
Since the end of inductions five 

herds already having completed their first scans.
We have started early pregnancy testing with some of our early calving

 GREG JARRATT

VETERINARY 
CERTIFICATION 
FOR TRANSPORT
In most cases, Vet Certs are 
pretty straight forward.

However, on occasion it can 
be a tougher call. In these 
situations, we will base 
our decision on the MPI 
Code of Welfare (Minimum 
Standard No.6 – Selecting 
and Accepting Animals for 
Transport). We may also use 
a second opinion of the MPI 
Vet at the destination abattoir 
who ultimately has the final 
say. 

Thankfully in the modern 
era of ‘smart phones’ this is 
as simple as an email to the 
MPI Vet (while on farm) with 
attached photos. Replies are 
usually instantaneous.

Although decisions on these 
cases can seem frustrating 
at times, it is important to 
remember that when we 
are making assessments on 
'borderline' animals we are 
not able to deviate from what 
is set out in the MPI Code of 
Welfare.

Decisions made now will take the 'guess work' out later on. 
Have you organised your scanning?


